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Attack on Jharkhand 
Labourers in Manipur
Why in News?

Laborers from Jharkhand who had migrated to 
conflict-affected Manipur earlier in 2024, in search of 
improved opportunities, are now coming back in large 
numbers following the fatal shooting of one individual 
and the injury of two others by armed criminals in Imphal.

Key Points
	¾ This marks the first instance of an attack on individuals 

from outside Manipur since the start of the state’s 
ethnic conflict. 

	¾ Such acts of violence against non-locals have 
contributed to the Union government’s decision to 
repeatedly extend the ban on seven Meitei extremist 
groups in the state.
	� The longstanding ethnic conflict in Manipur involves 

the Meitei majority and the Kuki-Zo Scheduled 
Tribe community. 

	� Over 225 casualties have been recorded, with 
thousands injured and tens of thousands internally 
displaced as a result.

	¾ An uptick in incidents like abductions and assaults on 
civilians is attributed to radical outfits such as Arambai 
Tenggol and members of valley-based insurgent groups 
like United National Liberation Front (UNLF), due to 
the large number of missing weapons in the State.

	¾ Tensions between the two communities persist, 
leading to occasional attacks near the buffer zones 
separating the hill and valley districts.

Meitei Community
	¾ The Meitei people are also known as Manipuri 

people.
	� Their primary language is the Meitei language, 

which is also called Manipuri and is the only 
official language of Manipur.

	¾ They are predominantly settled in the Imphal Valley, 
although a significant number reside in other 
Indian states, such as Assam, Tripura, Nagaland, 
Meghalaya, and Mizoram.
	� There is also a notable presence of Meitei in 

the neighboring countries of Myanmar and 
Bangladesh.

	¾ The Meitei people are divided into clans, and 
members of the same clan do not intermarry.

Cyclone Remal

Why in News?

The deep depression brewing in the Bay of Bengal 
has escalated into Cyclone “Remal,” posing a potential 
threat to West Bengal and neighboring states, including 
Jharkhand.

Key Points
	¾ Meteorologists from the Ranchi-based India 

Meteorological Department (IMD) anticipate significant 
effects in the affected regions.
	� The IMD predicts thunderstorms, lightning, and 

strong winds across several parts of the state from 
26th May to 31st May 2024.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/violence-in-manipur
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/violence-in-manipur
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/arambai-tenggol
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/arambai-tenggol
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/peace-agreement-between-government-of-india-and-unlf
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/magnetic-fossils-in-bay-of-bengal
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/cyclone-remal
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/weather-monitoring-by-imd#:~:text=India Meteorological Department,-About%3A&text=IMD was established in 1875,of the Government of India.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/weather-monitoring-by-imd#:~:text=India Meteorological Department,-About%3A&text=IMD was established in 1875,of the Government of India.
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	� These weather conditions are expected to affect various districts, including Jamshedpur, Ranchi, Bokaro, Gumla, 
Hazaribagh, Simdega, and more.

	¾ The name ‘Remal’ in the list of tropical cyclones is given by Oman. It will be the first cyclone to hit the region this 
2024 pre-monsoon season.
	� ‘Remal,’ meaning ‘sand’ in Arabic.
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Poppy Seized in Jharkhand

Why in News?

According to the official sources, police have seized 

37.23 quintal of poppy worth over Rs 5.58 crore in 

Jharkhand’s West Singhbhum district.

Key Points

	¾ The opium poppy (Papaver Somniferum L.) belonging 

to the family Papaveraceae, is an annual medicinal herb. 

	¾ It contains many alkaloids that are frequently used 

as an analgesic, antitussive and anti spasmodic in 

modern medicine. Besides, it is also grown as a source 

of edible seed and seed oil.

	¾ Poppy straw is the husk left after the opium is 

extracted from pods.

	¾ This poppy straw also contains a very small morphine 

content and if used in sufficient quantities, poppy 

straw can give a high.

	¾ Possession, sale, use, etc. of poppy straw is regulated 

by the State Governments under the State Narcotic 

Drugs & Psychotropic Substances Rules.

	¾ Farmers sell the poppy straw to those licensed by the 

State Governments to purchase poppy straw.

	� Any excess poppy straw is ploughed back into 

the field.

	¾ Poppy straw is one of the narcotic drugs under the 

Narcotic Drugs & Psychotropic Substances Act 1985 

(NDPS Act).

	� Hence, anyone possessing, selling, purchasing or 

using poppy straw without a license or authorization 

or in violation of any conditions of the license is 

liable to prosecution under the NDPS Act.

Alkaloids
	¾ Alkaloids are a huge group of naturally occurring 

organic compounds which contain nitrogen atom 

or atoms (amino or amido in some cases) in their 

structures.

	¾ These nitrogen atoms cause alkalinity of these 

compounds.

	¾ Well-known alkaloids include morphine, strychnine, 

quinine, ephedrine, and nicotine.

	¾ The medicinal properties of alkaloids are quite 

diverse. Morphine is a powerful narcotic used for 

the relief of pain, though its addictive properties 

limit its usefulness. Codeine, the methyl ether 

derivative of morphine found in the opium poppy, is 

an excellent analgesic that is relatively nonaddictive.

Jharkhand CM 

Interim Bail Plea

Why in News?

Recently, the Enforcement Directorate (ED) has 

opposed interim bail to former Jharkhand Chief Minister 

Hemant Soren.

Key Points

	¾ According to ED, Hemant Soren was guilty of the 

offence of money laundering for which he was 

arrested in January 2024.

	¾ Interim bail is granted temporarily during the pendency 

of a case when regular bail cannot be immediately 

obtained.

	� The term “interim bail” is not explicitly defined in 

the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC).

https://www.drishtiias.com/printpdf/fighting-drug-menace-1#:~:text=India is sandwiched between two,includes Pakistan%2C Afghanistan and Iran.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/opium-poppy-straw
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/narcotics-control-bureau#:~:text=the central government.-,Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act%2C 1985,Central Government under the Act.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/narcotics-control-bureau#:~:text=the central government.-,Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act%2C 1985,Central Government under the Act.
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/directorate-of-enforcement-ed
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/interim-bail-to-delhi-chief-minister#:~:text=Interim bail is granted temporarily,of Criminal Procedure (CrPC).
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/money-laundering-1
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Green Booths in Jharkhand
Why in News?

Green booths, established to advocate for environmental conservation and promote a plastic-free society, have 
become a popular draw for voters in Koderma district, Jharkhand. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-editorials/plastic-waste-management-3
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Key Points

	¾ Green Polling booths were located at a senior citizen 
facility in Jhumri Telaiya within the Koderma Lok 
Sabha constituency.

	¾ Green elections are practices that aim to reduce the 
environmental impact of electoral processes. They 
involve measures such as using recycled materials, 
promoting electronic voting, and encouraging 
candidates to adopt sustainable campaign practices.

	¾ Green elections aim to minimise the environmental 
impact of electoral processes through:

	� Eco-Friendly Campaign Materials: Candidates and 
parties can adopt sustainable alternatives such 
as recycled paper, biodegradable banners, and 
reusable materials.

	� Reducing Energy Consumption: Opting for energy-
efficient lighting, sound systems, and transportation 
during rallies can help reduce the carbon footprint.

	� Promoting Digital Campaigns: Leveraging digital 
platforms for campaigning (websites, social media, 
and email) reduces paper usage and energy 
consumption.

Singhbhum Recorded 
the Highest Voter Turnout

Why in News?

In the first round of polling in Jharkhand, Singhbhum 
recorded the highest voter turnout at 63.14%.

Key Points

	¾ Singhbhum was followed by Khunti with 62.82%, 
Lohardaga with 62.60%, and Palamu with 59.99%.

	� In Rengdahatu, Murmura, Tensara, and Siamba, 
polling booths were established alongside an 
intensive anti-Maoist operation and the setup of 
CRPF camps.

	¾ The effectiveness of anti-Maoists campaigns is evident 
as numerous villages have local polling booths for 
the first time in two decades, leading to high voter 
turnouts.

	¾ Despite improvement in the situation, West Singhbhum 
remains one of the worst left-wing extremism-affected 
districts of the country. It had also witnessed 46 
Maoist-related incidents resulting in 22 deaths in 2023.
	� Maoism is a form of communism developed by 

Mao Tse Tung. It is a doctrine to capture State 
power through a combination of armed insurgency, 
mass mobilization and strategic alliances.

Left Wing Extremism (LWE)
	¾ Also known as left-wing extremism or radical left-

wing movements, refers to political ideologies and 
groups that advocate for significant societal and 
political change through revolutionary means.

	¾ LWE groups may target government institutions, 
law enforcement agencies, or private property to 
further their agenda.

	¾ The LWE movement in India originated in a 1967 
uprising in Naxalbari, West Bengal.

Lack of Development 
in Jharkhand’s Khunti

Why in News?
In Jharkhand’s Khunti, Singhbhum and Lohardaga, 

amidst Lok sabha elections 2024, many Adivasi voters 
are unhappy about the lack of development and basic 
amenities.

Key Points
	¾ In the birthplace of Adivasi icon Birsa Munda, Ulihatu 

– a village in the Khunti Lok Sabha constituency of 
Jharkhand there is a dissatisfaction among the residents.
	� Due to lack of development and basic amenities, 

there is seemingly a lack of political enthusiasm in 
the area and there is no open support for any party.

	¾ In recent years, there has been visible development 
in the village, including new infrastructure such as 
tarred roads, schools, and water tanks. 
	� The Prime Minister visited and launched the Rs 

24,000 crore Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups 
(PVTGs) Development Mission from here. 

	� The Central government honored Birsa Munda’s 
birth anniversary as ‘Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas’.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/left-wing-extremism-in-india-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/birth-anniversary-of-birsa-munda
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/birth-anniversary-of-birsa-munda
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/key-initiatives-for-tribal-groups#:~:text=The PM%2DPVTG Development Mission,envisaged in the Union Budget.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/key-initiatives-for-tribal-groups#:~:text=The PM%2DPVTG Development Mission,envisaged in the Union Budget.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/janjatiya-gaurav-divas-15th-november#:~:text=Birsa Munda%3A,modern%2Dday Jharkhand and Bihar.
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Birsa Munda

	¾ He was born on 15th November 1875. He belonged 
to the Munda tribe.

	¾ He spearheaded an Indian tribal religious Millenarian 
movement during British rule in the late 19th 
century across the tribal belt of modern-day 
Jharkhand and Bihar.

Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) 
Development Mission

	¾ The PM-PVTG Development Mission program aims 
to improve the socio-economic status of Vulnerable 
Tribal Groups (PVTGs).

	� For this, availability of Rs 24000 Crore for 
Scheduled Tribes has been envisaged in the 
Union Budget.

	¾ The mission includes providing basic facilities like 
safe housing, clean drinking water and sanitation, 
education, health and nutrition, better access to 
roads in settlements for backward scheduled tribes.

ED Raids Jharkhand’s Rural 
Development Department
Why in News?

Recently, The Enforcement Directorate (ED) raided 
the premises of the Jharkhand rural development 
department in Ranchi as part of a money laundering 
investigation in which it recently seized huge cash.

Key Points
	¾ The ED had claimed before a court that the government 

officials from “top to bottom” of the rural development 
department are involved in the alleged illegal cash 
payments nexus.
	� It also claimed that the names of “senior bureaucrats 

and politicians” have emerged in the case and this 
is being investigated.

	¾ The money laundering case of September, 2020 is 
based on an anti-corruption branch (Jamshedpur) 
case of Jharkhand Police and a March 2023 FIR filed 
by the Economic Offences Wing (EOW) of the Delhi 
Police against former chief engineer of the state rural 
works department and some others.

The Directorate of Enforcement (ED) 
	¾ It is a multi-disciplinary organization mandated 

with investigation of offences of money laundering 
and violations of foreign exchange laws.
	� It functions under the Department of Revenue 

of the Ministry of Finance.
	¾ As a premier financial investigation agency of the 

Government of India, the Enforcement Directorate 
functions in strict compliance with the Constitution 
and Laws of India.

Money laundering 
	¾ It is concealing or disguising the identity of illegally 

obtained proceeds so that they appear to have 
originated from legitimate sources. It is frequently 
a component of other, much more serious, crimes 
such as drug trafficking, robbery or extortion.   

	¾ According to the International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
global Money Laundering is estimated between 2 
to 5% of World Gross Domestic Product (GDP).

NGT Issues Notice to Thermal 
Power Plant in Jharkhand
Why in News?

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has requested a 
reply from the concerned authorities, which includes the 
administrative chief of National Thermal Power 
Corporation Limited (NTPC) North Karanpura super 

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/directorate-of-enforcement-ed
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/directorate-of-enforcement-ed
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/money-laundering-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/money-laundering-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/fugitive-economic-offenders-act-2018
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/international-monetary-fund-imf
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/gdp-and-gva
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/national-green-tribunal-ngt
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/national-green-tribunal-ngt
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/national-green-tribunal-ngt
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/national-green-tribunal-ngt
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thermal power plant in Jharkhand’s Chatra district, 
concerning the significant fire that consumed a unit in 
April 2024.

Key Points
	¾ The NGT addressed a case where it had taken notice 

about a fire at a material yard in unit 3 of a power plant.
	� The plant, a coal-based 660X3 MW unit of NTPC, 

the country’s largest power producer, was under 
scrutiny. 

	� NGT considered the case a significant matter 
concerning environmental regulation compliance. 

	¾ The tribunal roped in various authorities like the plant’s 
administrative head, member secretaries of Central 
Pollution Control Board (CPCB) and Jharkhand State 
Pollution Control Board (JSPCB), as well as Chatra’s 
deputy commissioner for the issue. 

	¾ The tribunal directed for specific parties like the plant’s 
administrative head and the deputy commissioner to 
be served notices to respond to the matter.

National Green Tribunal (NGT)
	¾ It is a specialised body set up under the National Green Tribunal Act (2010) for effective and expeditious disposal 

of cases relating to environmental protection and conservation of forests and other natural resources.

	¾ With the establishment of the NGT, India became the third country in the world to set up a specialised 
environmental tribunal, only after Australia and New Zealand, and the first developing country to do so.

	¾ NGT is mandated to make disposal of applications or appeals finally within 6 months of filing the same.

	¾ The NGT has five places of sittings, New Delhi is the Principal place of sitting and Bhopal, Pune, Kolkata and 
Chennai are the other four.

National Thermal Power Corporation Limited (NTPC)
	¾ NTPC is India’s largest power utility with an installed capacity of 68,961.68 MW plans to become a 130 GW 

company by 2032.

	¾ Established in 1975, NTPC aims to be the world’s largest and best power major.

	¾ NTPC has comprehensive Rehabilitation & Resettlement and Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) policies well 
integrated with its core business of setting up power projects and generating electricity.

	¾ The company is committed to generating reliable power at competitive prices in a sustainable manner by 
optimising the use of multiple energy sources with innovative eco-friendly technologies thereby NTPC is 
contributing to the economic development of the nation and upliftment of the society.

Severe heatwave hits Jharkhand
Why in News?

Severe Heatwave Conditions gripped parts of Jharkhand with Baharagora in East Singhbhum district recording 
a maximum temperature of 47.1 degrees Celsius.

Key Points
	¾ The weather department issued an ‘Orange Alert’ for severe heatwave in 11 Jharkhand districts. 

	� These are Sahibganj, Godda, Pakur, Dumka, Jamtara, Deoghar, Dhanbad, Bokaro, Seraikela-Kharswan, East and 
West Singhbhum.

	¾ According to the Ranchi Meteorological Centre, mining activities and pollution could be one of the reasons for 
temperatures reaching above 47 degrees Celsius.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/concerns-raised-on-plastic-waste-pollution#:~:text=The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB)%2C is a statutory,of Pollution) Act%2C 1981.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/concerns-raised-on-plastic-waste-pollution#:~:text=The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB)%2C is a statutory,of Pollution) Act%2C 1981.
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/tribunals-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/heatwave-conditions
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/india-s-mining-potential#:~:text=India's Scope in Mining Sector,2nd largest in the world.
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/air-pollution-26
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/air-pollution-26
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Heat Waves
	¾ About:

	� Heatwaves are prolonged periods of excessively hot weather that can cause adverse impacts on human 
health, the environment, and the economy.

	� India, being a tropical country, is particularly vulnerable to heatwaves, which have become more frequent 
and intense in recent years.

	¾ IMD Criteria for Declaring Heat Wave in India:
	� Heat Wave need not be considered till the maximum temperature of a station reaches at least 40°C for 

Plains and at least 30°C for Hilly regions.
	� If the normal maximum temperature of a station is less than or equal to 40°C, then an increase of 5°C to 

6°C from the normal temperature is considered to be heat wave condition.
	z Further, an increase of 7°C or more from the normal temperature is considered a severe heat wave condition.

	� If the normal maximum temperature of a station is more than 40°C, then an increase of 4°C to 5°C from 
the normal temperature is considered to be heat wave condition. Further, an increase of 6°C or more is 
considered a severe heat wave condition.
	z Additionally, if the actual maximum temperature remains 45°C or more irrespective of normal maximum 

temperature, a heat wave is declared.

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